FROM THE DESK OF MATT GONZALEZ

One of my proudest legacies as a Member and
President of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors
1s implementing instant runoff voting.

I've been working on “IRV” with FairVote -- The
Center for Voting and Democracy since my election in
2000. We developed a plan, won a place on the ballot,
overcame $100,000 in negative attacks in winning at
the polls in 2002 and have persevered to see IRV
implemented this November — and every November in
San Francisco thereafter.

Instant runoff voting is an essential reform for
progressive politics. Our outdated election system
divides us and stifles our voices. Just imagine if
anyone could run for office without any fear of
spoiling the election — and the candidate with the
majority of support won the presidency every time.

San Francisco has restarted the American tradition of
instant runoff voting, which was developed by
Americans in 1870 but implemented first elsewhere.

I want to see our work here spark other
adoptions in other cities and states — not only in
the Bay Area, not only in California, but across
the nation.

Please help us dedicate ourselves to raising
expectations for democracy. Join us as we strive
forward for innovative elections, not archaic mistakes.
I join Congressman Jackson in urging you to
give generously to FairVote - The Center for
Voting and Democracy.

Matt Gonzalez
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President, Board of Supervisors
San Francisco
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