Advice on Giving Endorsements under IRV

In a typical instant runoff voting election, only one candidate can win. At the same time, a voter has the option to rank more than one candidate, and those additional rankings can be meaningful if that voter's first choice loses during the count. Given that a voter will typically rank more than one candidate, one question that arises is whether organizations, parties and newspapers that  make endorsements should endorse more than one person: for example, recommend Candidate B as a first choice, Candidate E as a second choice and Candidate A as a third choice. 


There is no right answer to this question, as it depends on the circumstances and goal of the endorsing entity. Some organizations may decide to issue only a single clear endorsement, though that may limit the endorsers influence if this candidate does not make it into the final runoff tally. Some single-issue organizations may wish to issue a group endorsement (like the "good house keeping seal of approval") to all candidates who support the organization's positions, without specifying a rank order.
Some groups have decided that suggesting a second candidate for a #2 ranking might dilute the impact of their endorsement of a first choice -- for example, the candidate winning a "second choice endorsement" might be able to say "endorsed by Group X.". Other groups have decided that it's more important to give their supporters a full account of their suggestions of how to vote, given that voters themselves will be making those decisions.

If an organization decides to give multiple endorsements, it might be wise to make clear to candidates what rules they are expected to abide by when referencing the endorsement. For example the organization may require that a candidate given a lower rank endorsement specify in any statement or material mentioning the endorsement that the organization ranked another candidate higher, or that the organization gave this candidate a "qualified" or  "back-up" endorsement. Reserving the right to withdraw an endorsement from a candidate who misrepresents a lower rank endorsement as an unqualified endorsement, should prompt compliance.

